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FOREWORD 

Scattered  through  the  streets  of  Newton  are  a 
surprising  number  of  houses  which  illustrate  the 
architectural  changes  which  have  taken  place  in 
our  community  since  the  late  17th  century.  The 
first  rectangular  dwellings  with  central  chimneys, 
two-chimney  colonials,  the  stately,  well-propor- 
tioned houses  of  the  Federal  period  —  all  may  be 
found  still  standing  and  in  reasonably  good  condi- 
tion.   Nearer  1855,  the  shut-off  date  for  this 
listing,  came  the  beginnings  of  Victorian  orna- 
mentation with  the  Gothic  or  Italianate  influence, 
a  number  of  houses  of  the  Greek  Revival  style, 
and  even  a  novelty  with  ten  sides • 

The  architectural  heritage  of  an  area  is  one  of 
its  cultural  resources  and  is  of  considerable 
significance  and  interest  to  its  people.    In  or- 
der that  the  citizens  of  Newton  may  become  more 
familiar  with  the  older  houses  of  this  city  and 
with  the  fascinating  variety  and  individuality  of 
home  styles  to  be  found  here,  this  study  was 
undertaken.    It  can  be  considered  a  worthy  direc- 
tion for  the  attention  of  the  Jackson  Homestead, 
Newton's  \mique  historical  museum. 

Hopefully  the  listing  will  further  a  pride  of 
ownership  in  houses  of  earlier  periods,  so  that 
many  of  these  will  be  preserved  and  well-restored. 
Perhaps  more  people  of  Newton  will  come  to  realize 
that  having  an  old  house  can  be  an  asset  to  them- 
selves and  to  the  community.    Often  exceptionally 
well-built,  many  an  early  house  can  be  preserved 
to  benefit  generations  yet  to  come. 
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Perhaps  you  are  wondering  why  1855  was  selected 
as  the  cut-off  date  of  this  study.    At  the  Jackson 
Homestead  is  a  map  of  Newton  with  a  dot  for  each 
house  standing  in  that  year.    In  most  sections  the 
name  of  the  owner  at  that  time  is  also  included. 
(Incidentally  we  believe  this  map  to  be  amazingly 
accurate.)    The  first  step  was  to  determine  how 
many  of  those  houses  are  still  standing,  and  then 
we  proceeded  from  there.    There  were  visits  to  City 
Hall  and  to  the  Registry  of  Deeds  and  countless 
telephone  calls  to  present  owners. 

A  previous  publication,  #2  of  the  Jackson  Home- 
stead series,  was  entitled  "Some  of  the  Older  Houses 
in  Newton."    For  this,  extensive  and  meticulous 
research  was  carried  out  by  Mr.  Fred  C.  Alexander, 
first  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Jackson  Homestead.    A  great  many  of  the  facts  which 
he  uncovered  have  been  incorporated  into  this 
later  edition.    Much  further  material  has  been 
added  by  a  team  of  dedicated  volunteers,  alias  the 
"Newton  Detectives",  who  spent  endless  hours  in  the 
process. 

There  is  no  claim  to  complete  accuracy  in  this  list- 
ing.   Records  are  sparse  and  facts  most  difficult 
to  come  by.    Surely  there  are  omissions.    It  is  hoped 
that  those  who  discover  errors  or  who  can  share 
additional  information  will  contact  the  Jackson 
Homestead. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  Jackson  Homestead  is  the 
only  house  named  which  is  open  to  the  public. 

Dorothy  S.  Bates,  Chairman  of  Research 

Ruth  E.  Cannard,  Director-Curator 
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NLWTON    UPPER  FALLS 


INTRODUCTION 

The  stor>  of  Newton  Upper  Falls  is  the  story  of 
the  Charles  River,  or  at  least  a  section  of  the 
Charles  where  in  a  half  mile  stretch  the  water 
drops  nearly  thirty-five  feet  in  falls  and  rapids, 
rushing  down  through  steep  wooded  banks  known  as 
Hemlock  Gorge.    In  the  days  when  Newton  was  being 
settled,  alewives,  salmon,  eel  and  other  seafood 
abounded  here.    Just  below  the  Elliot  Street  bridge 
bands  of  the  Algonquin  tribe  of  Indians  maintained 
a  stone  eel  weir  for  trapping  the  freshwater  fish 
which  came  downstream. 

I-'ir.  John  Clark,  an  enterprising  gentleman  from 
Watertown,  realized  that  with  many  colonists  now 
settling  in  Newton  there  was  a  need  for  a  supply  of 
milled  lumber  for  their  houses,  and  here  in  the 
fast  water  was  the  potential  for  producing  it.  So 
he  acquired  the  eel  weir  and  water  rights  and  start- 
ed a  saw  mill  in  1688.    The  Indians  reserved  a 
rocky  point  of  land  which  projects  into  the  river 
for  the  drying  and  curing  of  their  fish,  and  so  far 
as  we  know,  it  is  still  theirs. 

Simon  Elliot  purchased  the  saw  and  grist  mills  al- 
ready operating  and  added  four  snuff  mills  in  1778. 
In  1821  a  cotton  factory  was  built  on  the  site  of 
the  snuff  mills.    Otis  Pettee,  who  bought  the  cotton 
mill  in  I8U0,  had  previously  been  operating  a 
machine  shop,  a  forge  shop  and  a  foundry.  Several 
Valuable  patents  were  issued  to  Mr.  Pettee  whose 
machinery  was  sold  as  far  away  as  Mexico. 

In  addition  to  all  the  industrial  activity  which  was 
carried  on  along  the  river  bank  for  over  two  hundred 
years,  there  were  also  a  number  of  smaller  factories 
in  other  locatiotis  in  the  village.    Glue  and  shoe 
laces  were  produced,  and  bicycles  built  on  High  Street. 


In  1886  the  silk  industry  was  begun  in  the  old 
cotton  mill  buildings  and  carried  on  there  for  many- 
years  with  peak  production  in  1929. 

Since  I96O  the  principal  mill  area  has  seen  many 
changes.    Part  of  the  property  was  converted  into  a 
number  of  small  factories  and  a  high  grade  restaurant, 
Nearby  houses  were  razed. 

To  quote  from  "King's  Handbook"  by  Sweetser,  "The 
crowning  attraction  of  the  village  is  the  famous  Echo 
Bridge,  a  mar- 
velous stone 
aQueauct  on 
which  the 
Sudbury  River 
water  is 
carried  across 
the  Charles 
River,  high 


above  the  streani.  on  its 
way  to  the  thirsty 
throats  of  Boston.** 
Built  on  solid  rock  in 
1876  and  1877,  the  series 
of  arches  comprising  the 
bridge  with  the  hemlock- 
covered  slopes  below  is 
perhaps  the  most  scenic 
spot  in  Newton.  Since 
the  construction  of  the 
bridge  children  and  grown-ups  alike  have  been  in- 
trigued with  the  fantastic  echoes  which  may  be  heard 
from  under  the  arch.    Legend  has  it  that  "Echo"  her- 
self lives  in  the  woods  on  the  Needham  side. 


As  a  community  Newton  Upper  Falls  developed  sooner 
than  many  other  sections  of  Newton.    The  earliest 
recorded  date  for  a  house  still  standing  is  1790, 
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but  it  was  not  until  the  first  half  of  the  19th 
century  that  there  was  rapid  expansion  of  home  build- 
ing.   Many  houses  were  erected  specifically  for 
employees  of  the  mills.    The  1855  niap  shows  over  one 
hundred  and  thirty  dwellings  representing  a  dense 
population  for  those  days. 

Work  weeks  were  over  eighty  hours  long,  improving  to 
fifty-eight  or  fifty-five  hours  per  week  by  1890. 
These  same  hours  were  kept  by  executives,  foremen 
and  laborers  alike  —  no  paid  vacations,  no  fringe 
benefits  in  those  days,  and  wages  were  low. 

As  we  are  told  in  the  fascinating  record  of  all  phases 
01  life  in  Newton  Upper  Falls  so  carefully  prepared 
by  the  late  Mr.  R.  B.  McLaughlin,  the  ethnic  make-up 
of  the  community  was  far  more  varied  than  in  other 
parts  of  Newton.    There  were  Irish  immigrants  who 
came  to  live  in  the  area  after  the  potato  famine  in 
Ireland,  and  a  number  of  French  Canadians.  Workers 
came  from  Poland,  Lithuania,  Russia,  Armenia  and 
Italy.    Gradually  common  experiences  and  intermarriage 
fused  the  townspeople  into  a  closely-knit  group  which 
over  the  years  has  cooperated  in  all  social  and  re- 
ligious activities.    "For  instance,  in  1928  the 
twelve  elected  officers  of  the  Newton  Upper  Falls 
Woman*  s  Club  were  from  seven  different  national 
origins." 

Boylston  Street  was  built  through  the  edge  of  the 
village  in  1803  as  a  toll  road  and  stagecoach  route 
to  Worcester.    Mr.  Otis  Pettee  was  responsible  for 
the  N.Y.,  N.H.  Si  H.  Railroad  running  a  line  through 
Upper  Falls  and  the  Highlands,  a  service  which  pros- 
pered for  a  number  of  years  both  in  freight  and 
passenger  traffic.    Commuters  rode  on  the  B.  <Sc  A. 
Circuit  Line  which  stopped  at  the  Eliot  Station,  and 
now  street  cars  use  the  same  tracks. 

For  years  horse-drawn  coaches  took  passengers  to  the 
depot  and  students  to  Newton  High  School.    In  I89O 
trolleys  started  running  to  Watertown  and  later  to 
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are  contributing  much  effort  to  the  after-school 
programs . 

The  building  long  occupied  by  the  Methodist  Church 

was  erected  in  1827  for  a 


First  United  Methodist 

Church  of  Newton 


Unitarian  group  but  by  1832  the  Methodists  were  al- 
lowed to  use  the  property  %^ch  they  soon  purchased. 
The  church  was  enlarged  in  I836  and  over  the  years 

three  different 
bells  tolled  from 
the  spire. 


Another  early 
church  edifice 
was  the  white 
meetinghouse  on 
Ellis  Street 
dedicated  by  the 
Second  Baptist 
Society  in  1833# 


Second  Baptist  Church  of  Newton 
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Roman  Catholic  masses  were  first  celebrated  in 
Newton  Upper  Falls  in  l8U3  in 
the  home  of  the  Cahill  fainily 
on  Chestnut  Street,  and  in  1867 
a  Gothic  style  chiirch  was  erect- 
ed on  the  east  side  of  Chestnut 
Street  beyond  Elliot.    This  was 
replaced  in  1910  by  the  present 
building  on  Elliot  Street. 
Social  and  educational  activi- 
ties are  carried  on  in  the  near- 
by St,  Elizabeth^ s  Center. 


Mary  Immaculate  of  Lourdes 
Roman  Catholic  Church 


In  1968  a  Code  Enforcement  program  for  Newton  Upper 
Falls  was  embarked  upon  to  bring  building  condi- 
tions up  to  state  requirements  as  to  safety  and 
health.    Some  57U  houses  were  inspected  and  about 
a  hundred  owners  have  taken  advantage  of  loans  and 
grants  from  Federal  and  City  funding.    Other  resi- 
dents were  prompted  to  do  their  own  upgrading. 
Streets  and  sidewalks  were  improved  and  trees 
planted.    Through  these  efforts,  both  public  and 
private,  a  new  evidence  of  civic  pride  and  charm 
is  spreading  through  the  village. 
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For  research  on  the  early  houses  of  Newton  Upper 
Falls,  deep  gratitude  goes  to  I  Irs.  Solomon  J, 
Fleishman  and  her  assistants,  Mrs.  Daniel  J.  Ahearn, 
Mrs.  John  E.  Alman,  Mrs.  Laning  H-umphrey  and 
Mrs.  Richard  W.  Husher,  and  to  Miss  Catherine  E. 
Harney  for  the  loan  of  the  McLaughlin  manuscript. 

Credit  goes  to  Mrs.  Humphrey  for  a  sketch,  and  to 
Mr.  Charles  F.  Weden  for  assistance  in  proofreading. 
The  photographs  used  as  illustrations  were  taken 
and  printed  by  Mr.  Eugene  Wadman  whose  contribution 
cannot  be  measured. 

The  material  was  edited  by  Mrs.  E.  Graham  Bates 
and  Mrs.  William  H.  Cannard. 


NWTQN  UPPER  FALLS  H0USE6  BUILT  BErORE  1855 


BQYLSTON  C3TREET 

122U  Boylston  Street  -  Circa  180U 

L.  Hurd-Owner  in  1855  and 
187U 

1235  Boylston  Street  -  Built  1790,  addition  1828 

D,  Ellis-Owner  in  1855 
C.  Ellis-Owner  in  l87U 
It  is  believed  the  earliest  part  to  the  east  was 
built  in  1790  by  William  Ellis  of  the  Newton  Iron 
Works,    The  Greek  Revival  portion,  added  in  1828 


by  Rufus  Ellis,  has 
fluted  Doric  columns 


and  triple -hung  windows 
with  rosettes  at  the 
upper  corners.    An  ell 
to  the  rear  is  con- 
structed of  stone  boul- 
ders of  astonishing 
size.    Inside  original 


moldings  and  hardware 
may  still  be  seen  com- 
paratively unaltered. 


Back  view 


South  iacade 


vims  OF  123$  BOYLSTQN  STREET 


1267-1269  Boylston  Street  -  Built  in  1829 

R.  Ellis-Owner  18$5 
C.  E.  Rogers-Owner  l87ii 
The  old  Manufacturer's  Hotel  was  built  by  Rufus 
Ellis,  proprietor  of  the  Newton  Iron  Works,  For 
twenty  years  it  was  kept  as  a  hotel  and  was  said  to 
be  the  first  sta^recoacb  ?toD  from  Boston  for  chang- 


ing horses.  The 
tavern  sign  was 
fastened  to  a  giant 
sycamore  tree  still 
standing  in  front 
of  the  house.  The 
property  became  a 
boarding  house  and 
later  a  private 
residence. 
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1267-1269  Boylston  Street 


1272  Boylston  Street  -  Built  early  1800* s 

Wheeler  -  Owner  in  I8J48 
L.T.Cunningham-Owner  in  l87U 

This  house  provided  accommodations  for  the  drivers 

of  the  stagecoaches  stopping  at  the  hotel  across  the 

road.    It  had  an 


inside  smoke- 
room  which  is 
now  boarded  up 


1272  Boylston  Street 
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1282-128U  3oylston  Street  -  Built  before  1820 

Newton  Factories -Owner 
in  I81i8 

Heirs  of  David  Ellis-Owners  in  1866 
R.  Kerrivan-Owner  in  l87li 

1302 -130U  Boylston  Street  -  Built  before  1831 

It  is  believed  that 
this  house  was  moved  from  nearer  the  river 


CHESTNUT  STREET 

9Sh  Chestnut  Street  -  Circa  1825 

L.  S,  Raymond-Owner  in  18U8 
and  in  l87U 

This  house  is  a  good  example  of  the  architectural 
style  repeated  often  in  Newton  Upper  Falls  in  the 
early  l800's.    It  has  two  back  chimneys  and  five 
upper  windows  with  small  panes,  across  the  front, 
rJote  the  hooded  entrance  (probably  later)  with 
brackets  and  side  lights. 


95U  Chestnut  Street 
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959  Chestnut  Street  -  Circa  1825 

Gardner-Owner  in  l8hQ 
H.  Bacon-Owner  in  iQlh 


959  Chestnut  Street 


960  Chestnut  Street  -  Circa  1825 

Ray-Owner  in  18U8 

S*  Ray»s  heirs-Owners  187U. 


966  Chestnut  Street  -  Circa  1825 

Collins-Owner  in  18U8 
Ired  Collins-Owner  in  l87U 


969-971  Chestnut  Street  -  Circa  1825 

William  Lowe-Owner  187U 
Mr.  Lowe,  a  grocer,  was  known  as  "Doc"  and  had  a 
reputation  as  a  healer.    This  house  was  moved  back, 
in  1876, when  the  aqueduct  was  built. 

970  Chestnut  Street  -  Circa  l83U 

Fred  Collins-Owner  in  187U 


975.977,979  Chestnut  Street  -  Circa  1825 

Jos.  C.  Everett -Owner 
in  18 31:    John  Nickelson-Owner  in  1833:    Collin  Cady 
-Owner  in  1863:    William  Lowe -Owner  in  18 7U 


981  Chestnut  Street  -  Circa  1825 

Collin  Cady-Owner  in  l87U 


981  Chestnut  Street 


983-989  Chestnut  Street  -  Circa  1830 

A.  Wild  and  H.  W.  Fanning 
-Owners  in  l87U 

This  house  was  originally  two  separate  dwellings. 

98U  Chestnut  Street  -  Built  before  18U8 

H.  C.  Hoyt-Owner  in  l87U 


98U  Chestnut  Street 


992  Chestnut  Street  -  Circa  1825 

B.  Jewett  -  Owner  in  187U 


0 


992  Chestnut  Street 

The  accompanying  sketch  shows  how  this  cottage 
might  have  looked  when  first  built. 
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993-995-997  Chestnut  Street  -  Circa  1825 

A.  Wild-Owner  in  187U 


999  Chestnut  Street  -  Circa  1820 

Joseph  Barney-Owner  in  18 7 U 

1003-1005-1007-1009  Chestnut  Street  -  Circa  1835 

Joseph  Barney 
-Owner  in  187U 


1003-1005-1007-1009  Chestnut  Street 

also  73  Ellis  Street^  as  it  appeared  before  alterations 

Said  to  have  housed  the  first  Post  Office  in  Newton 
Upper  Falls  and  an  apothecary  shop  many  years  ago* 

1012-10li;-10l8  Chestnut  Street  -  Circa  1835 

On  1855  map  as 
V/heeler*s  Store • 

1028  Chestnut  Street  -  Built  before  I8I48 

Willard  Marcy  and  W.O.Colburn 
-Owners  in  18 7U 
This  building,  now  occupied  by  the  Boston  I  store  is 
shown  on  the  1855  map  as  a  school.    Mr.  McLaughlin's 
research  confirms  that  it  was  so  used  before  1855 
when  the  first  grammar  school  was  built. 


103U  Chestnut  Street  - 


Circa  1830 

Newton  Cotton  Mills-Owner  in 
187U 

A  so-called 
"half  house" 
of  architec- 
tural interest, 
The  pediment 
over  the  door- 
way and  the 
ell  were  prob- 
ably later 
additions . 


103U  Chestnut  Street 
1036-1038  Chestnut  Street 


This  is  a  we li- 
re stored  house 
of  the  two- 
chimney  type. 


Circa  1830 

Newton  Cotton  Mills 

-Owner  in  l87U 


1036-1038  Chestnut  Street 
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10UU-10U6  Chestnut  Street  - 


Circa  1830 

Newton  Cotton  Mills 

-Owner  in  l87h 


1050-1052  Chestnut  Street 


Circa  1830 

Newton  Cotton  Mills 

-Owner  in  187U 


1050-1052  Chestnut  Street 


CLIf^F  ROAD 


22  Cliff  Road  -  Circa  I8U0 

G.  Pettee-Owner  in  187U 


Street.  (See 

36-UU  Oak  Street)    Back  view  -  22  Cliff  Road 


ELLIOT  PLACE 


12-lU  Elliot  Place  -  Built  before  1855 

J.  C.  Everett-Owner  in  1855 
J.  C.  Everett  heirs-Owners  in 
187U 

The  original  cottage  was  at  some  point  enlarged  to 
two  stories  and  greatly  altered. 


ELLIOT  STREET 

191  Elliot  Street  -  Built  before  1855 

Heirs  of  J.  Wetherell-Owners 
in  187U 

207»209  Elliot  Street  -  Circa  l83li 

Hanan  Hunting-Owner  in  18 7 U 


207-209  Elliot 
Street  as  it 
appears  today. 


Note  the  two 
kitchen  wings. 


As  it  appeared  before  alterations 


216  Elliot  Street 

The  unique  feature  ~ 
of  this  house  is 
that  it  originally 
had  four  kitchen  1^ 


Circa  18 3U 

H.  Billings -Owner  in  187U 


wings  and  was  in- 
tended for  four 
families.    The  two 
front  ells  were 
removed  but  the 
four  chimneys  re-    216  Elliot  Street 
main.    As  late  as  1929  the  floor 
plan  looked  like  this!   > 


221-223  Elliot  Street 


Circa  18 3U 

Grant  -  Owner  in  187U 


221-223  Elliot  Street 


Another  house  with  two  kitchen 
wings,  each  with  chimney  for 
the  kitchen  stove* 


22U-226  Elliot  Street  - 


Circa  l83U 

B.  and  J.  Randall -Owners 
in  187U 


232-23U  Elliot  Street  -  Circa  18 3U 

G.  Pettee-Owner  in  l67li 


238-2UO  Elliot  Street  -  Circa  183U 

Pettee-Owner  in  l87U 


2ii8  Elliot  Street  -  Circa  181|0 

Rev.  W.  C.  Richardson-Owner 
in  187U 


Attractive  Greek 
Revival  house  with 
one-story  columns 
and  side  lights  be- 
side the  front  door. 


2U8  Elliot  Street 


260  Elliot  Street  -  Built  between  1828  and  18U0 
~  ~     F\  Barden-Owner  in  1855 

and  in  l87U 

Mr.  Bar den  was  the  proprietor  of  a  rolling  mill  and 

a  paper  manufacturer,  "whose  workmen  loved 

him  like  a  father."  (Smith)    Other  owners  were 
Dr.  A.  D.  Dearborne,  Benjamin  Newell  and  William 
McOwen. 


260  Elliot  Street 


Originally  located  where  the  Catholic  Church  now 
stands,  the  property  was  long  a  show  place  with 
gardens,  fish  pond  and  stable.    After  the  turn  of 
the  century  the  house  was  moved  to  its  present 
location,  and  in  the  »30*s  was  acquired  for  use  as 
a  parish  hall. 

Here  is  a  fine  example  of  the  Greek  Revival  style 
with  fluted  Doric  columns  and  triple -hung  windows 
with  projecting  cornices.    Many  similarities 
suggest  the  same  architect  as  for  1235  Boylston 
Street.    Original  marble  fireplaces  and  other  fine 
details  of  the  period  are  still  to  be  seen  inside. 


277  Elliot  Street  -  Built  in  1828 

Otis  Pettee-Owner  in  1855 
and  187U 

King's  Handbook  refers  to  "an  antique  yellow  mansion 
crowned  by  a  little  spire"  and  known  as  Sunnyside. 
Otis  Pettee,  manufacturer,  lived  in  Newton  Upper 
Falls  from  1817  until  his  death  in  1853.    He  first 


277  Elliot  Street  as  it  appears 
today. 


worked  for  the  Elliot  Manufacturing  Company,  which 
he  bought  in  18U0  and  continued  to  run.    He  also 
started  a  large  workshop  for  making  cotton- mill 
machinery  and  built  a  forge  and  foundry.    Mr.  Pettee 
was  a  zealous  worker  in  all  anti-alcohol,  anti- 
tobacco  and  anti-slavery  movements.    Five  of  his  six 
children  married  and  continued  to  live  in  Newton 
Upper  Falls.    Otis,  Jr.    and  his  son,  Otis  T.,  lived 
in  the  family  home.    In  I89U  Sunnyside  became  the 
Stone  Institute,  a  home  for  elderly  ladies,. 


300  Elliot  Street  -  Circa  18U0  and  I88O 

Charles  Win slow -Owner  in  1855 
D.  L.  Jewell-Owner  in  187U 


In  1880  Mr.  Richard 
T.  Sullivan,  owner 
of  cotton  mills  in 
Newton  Lower  Falls, 
made  an  imposing 
addition  to  an 
earlier  house.  The 
Victorian  details 
-  polished,  carved 
fireplaces,  fine 
moldings  and  par- 
queted floors  -  re- 
main intact  in  the 
pleasant  interior. 
A  large  barn  still 
stands  in  the  rear. 


300  Elliot  Street 


31U  Elliot  Street  -  Built  before  I8U8 

E.  R.  Winslow-Owner  in  1855 
C.  Daley-Owner  in  187U 


A  central* chimney  house 
with  the  typical  five 
windows  across  the  front 
on  the  second  story. 


3IU  Elliot  Street 


32u  Elliot  street  -  Circa  1835 

J.  C.  Everett-Owner  in  1855 
J.  C.  Everett  heirs-Owners 
in  187U 


331  Elliot  Street  -  Circa  1830 

Newton  Cotton  Mills-Owners 
in  187U 

This  house  was  moved  in  1882  from  308  Elliot  Street. 


335-337  Elliot  Street  -  Circa  1830 

Newton  Cotton  Mi  lis -Owners 
in  iQlh 


336  Elliot  Street  -  Circa  1635 

Dr.  V/arren-Owner  in  1855 
W.  Everett -OTrvTier  in  V7h 

Inside  and  out,  this  house  has  Greek  Revival  window 

and  door  frames  with  corner  rosettes.    There  have 

been  several  additions  to  the  rear. 


339  Elliot  Street  -  Circa  1830 

Newton  Cotton  Mills -Owners 
in  187U 

The  houses  on  this  block  were  built  for  the  employ- 
ees of  local  industries. 

3UU-3U6  Elliot  Street  -  Circa  1835 

J.  ^'^inslow-Owner  in  1855 
H.  Billings-Owner  in  187U 
For  years  this  was  the  property  of  Ellis  O'Hara 
who  ran  a  market  in  the  rear.    This  store  was  pre- 
viously operated  by  Hiram  and  Alonzo  Sherman.  "Lon" 
later  became  a  Methodist  minister.    Several  other 
small  businesses  have  occupied  the  property. 


3U7-3li9  ailiot  Street  -  Between  I8I48  and  1855 

Newton  Cotton  Mills-Owners 
in  I87i| 


3U7-3U9  Elliot  Street 
351-353  Elliot  Stretst 


Circa  1830 

Newtcn  Cotton  Kills -Owners 
in  1655 


398-UOQ  Elliot  Street  -  Circa  I8U0 

Pettee -Owner  in  I8U8 
Michael  and  Mary  Begley 
-Owners  in  18 7 U 

Again  the  two  chimneys  are  on  the  back  side  of  the 

peaked  roof. 

ELLIS  STREET 

6-8  Ellis  Street  -  Circa  1820 

Dr.  C.  K.  True-Owner  in  l87li 


6-8  Ellis  Street 


High  Street  -  Built  between  18U8  and  18$5 

G.  W,  Keyes-Owner  in  18 $5  and 
in  I87ii 

Fine  two -chimney  house  with  five  upper- front  windows 
and  substantial  ell.    Note  the  "K"  in  the  stone  posts 
Occupied  by  the  George  W.  Keyes  family  for  many 
years.    Mr.  Keyes  had  a  carpenter* s  shop  across  the 
street  at  h6  High  Street. 


Note  the  interesting 
Victorian  detail  on 
the  entrance  to  U3 
High  Street. 


U3-U5  High  Street 


U8-gO  High  Street  -  Built  between  18U8  and  1855 

Before  this  house  became  a  private  dwelling  the 
Trowbridge  Tin  Shop  was  located  here.    The  I.O.O.F. 
lodge  met  upstairs. 


51-53  High  Street  -  Built  in  I81i2 


Listed  in  1855  and  1871  as  Elliot  Hall.    Built  as 
a  house  of  prayer  and  living  quarters  for  Universa- 
list  Society  members  and  their  minister.    Within  a 


51-53  High  Street 


decade  it  was  serving  as  a  Catholic  Church,  the 
Universalists  having  disbanded.    Not  too  long  after 
that  it  became  a  public  building  known  as  Elliot 
Hall  and  until  1868  was  used  for  exhibitions,  con- 
certs and  dances.    In  1879  John  Howe  turned  it  into 
a  two -family  dwelling  and  added  a  front  porch  and 
bay  windows.    Before  1855  and  again  in  1867  the 
house  was  used  for  a  short  time  as  a  school » 


Sh  High  Street  -  Built  in  18U2 


It  was  probably  in  this  house  that  Hose  #U  was 
located  back  in  the  days  of  volunteer  fire  pro- 
tection.   The  upper  floor  was  built  for  meetings. 
In  1867  it  was  used,  along  with  Elliot  Hall,  as 
a  school.    Later  it  was  made  into  a  dwelling 
house. 


5U  High  Street  as  it  appears 
in  1972 


58-60  High  Street  -  Built  before  18U8 

G.  Gould-Owner  in  l87l; 


This  two -chimney 
house  has  been 
nicely  restored. 


58-60  High  Street 


59  High  Street  -  Built  before  18U8 

M.  B.  Sturtevant-Owner  in  1855 
and  in  187U 


i4r  •  Sturtevant 
married  the 
boss's  daughter. 
Miss  Catherine 
Pettee.  Their 
daughter,  Harriet, 
gave  mugic  lessons 
and  served  as 
organist  of  the 
Methodist  Church. 
The  house  is  an 
excellent  example 
of  Greek  Revival. 


59  High  Street 


65  High  Street  -  Circa  183U 

J,  J.  Vaughn-Owner  in  18 7U 

Again  note  the 
back  chimneys 
typical  of  the 
Upper  Falls  houses. 
The  facade  of  this 
house  has  been 
considerably  al- 
tered. Very  similar 
to  71  High  Street. 

65  High  Street 

71  High  Street  -  Circa  l83U 

Cheney-Owner  in  l8U6 
A.  Car gill-Owner  in  187U 


The  sidelights  and  rosettes  ornamenting  the  door- 
way of  this  house  and  #65  High  Street  are  of  inter- 
est.   The  two  houses  must  have  originally  been  very 
similar.    There  were  five  handsome  Greek  Revival 
houses  in  a  row  along  this  side  of  High  Street  in 
the  mid-nineteenth  cQjatury, 


83  High  Street  -  Circa  183U 

Charles  Scott-Owner  in  18U8 
and  in  187U 


Another  Greek 
Revival  house 
being  restored. 


83  High  Street 

85  High  Street  -  Circa  1820 

Putnam-Owner  in  I8ii8 

Bernard  Billings-Owner  in  l87li 


Mr,  Billings  ran  the 
drug  store  at  the 
junction  of  Ellis  and 
Chestnut  Streets 
where  he  also  main- 
tained the  local  Post 
Office  and  a  distri- 
bution center  for  the 
Newton  Public  Library, 


85  High  Street 


91  High  Street  -  Circa  l83U 


For  many  years  this  house  served  as  the  parsonage 
for  the  minister  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  Newton.    Greatly  altered. 

109  High  Street  -  Built  before  18U8 

Mary  J.  Colburn-Owner  in  1855 
and  in  18 7U 


Mrs.  Colburn  was  the 
widow  of  William  H. 
Colburn  who  ran  a  dry- 
goods  store  for  many 
years.    An  interesting 
Victorian  gazebo  still 
stands  to  the  left  of 
the  house. 

109  High  Street 

117  High  Street  -  Built  between  l8U8  and  1855 

Lyman  M,  Cheever-Owner  in  1855 
J.  B.  Newell -Owner  in  187U 

125  High  Street  -  Circa  1855 

While  not  shown  on  the  1855  map,  it  so  closely  re- 
sembles 117  High  Street,  it  must  be  about  the  same 
age.    Both  are  typical  two-chimney  houses. 


LINDEN  STREET 

39  Linden  Street  -  Circa  18 3U 

George  Pettee,  one  of  Otis  Pette*s  sons,  was  the 
owner  in  187U» 


OAK  STREET 

23  Oak  Street  -  Built  in  the  early  iSOO's. 

Sherman-Owner  in  1855  and  in  18 7U 


38 -UU  Oak  Street  -  Circa  18U0 


"King's  Handbook"  (p.25U)  states  that  this  remark- 
able stone  barn  was  built  by  Otis  Pettee  as  a  silk 
mill,  but  silkworms  could  not  be  raised  here  as  the 
mulberry  trees  on  which  they  feed  would  not  thrive 
in  this  climate.    Over  the  years  it  has  had  many  uses 
such  as  a  woodworking  plaint,  a  stable  and  for  storage. 

The  construction  is  unique  in  that  each  of  the  three 
stories  is  accessible  to  trucks  at  ground  level, 
according  to  Ripley's  "Believe  It  or  Not." 


RICHARD    SO  N  ROAD 


12  Richardson  Road  -  Before  1809 

R,  Ellis-Ovmer  in  1855 
C.  Ellis-Owner  in  187U 


This  house,  along 
with  number  16, 
was  one  of  four 
workmen' s  cot- 
tages standing  in 
a  row.    Two  have 
since  been  moved 
to  other  locations. 
The  attractive 
Victorian  hood  and 
brackets  over  the 
door  were  later 
additions. 


12  Richardson  Road 


16  Richardson  Road  -  Before  1809 


See  notes  for  12  Richardson  Road. 

28  Richardson  Road  -  Circa  18U8 

C.  Cunningham-Owner  in  I8li8 
John  Richardson-Owner  in  iQlh 

Here  is  a  three- 
story  Victorian 
house  which  definite- 
ly qualifies  for  this 
study.    In  1918  it 
was  sold  by  Joseph 
Mason  to  Ernest  and 
Bertha  Cobb,  authors, 
who  established  the 
Arlo  Publishing  Co. 
in  the  barn, where 
they  printed  books 
for  children* 
28  Richardson  Road 


RIVER  AVENUE 

U3  River  Avenue  -  Circa  1830 

Michael  and  Mary  Begley-Owners 
Owners  in  18 7U 

This  house  has  been  greatly  altered. 

ROCKLAND  PLACE 

h9  Rockland  Place  -  Probably  built  between  181|8 

and  1855 

J.  A,  Gould-Owner  in  1855  and 
in  187U 


Still  another-  exajniple  of  the  back-chimney  and  five 
upper -window  style. 

7U  Rockland  Place  -  Before  1850 

Dmith-Owner  in  1855  and  in  187U 


SPRING  STREET 


12  Spring  Street  -  Early  l800»s 

Jyirs.       Holmes-Owner  in  l87U 


SULLIVAN  AVENUE 

33  Sullivan  Avenue  -  Built  between  ISUS  and  1855 

William  Sullivan-Owner  in  187U 


SUMMER  STREET 


6  Summer  Street  -  Between  1830  and  l8U0 

H,  V/.  Fanning -Owner  in  l87li 


This  charming  house  has  been  tastefully  restored, 
retaining  the  Gothic  shutters  for  trim  over  the 
windows,    Mr.  Fanning  owned  a  grocery  store  at  the 
corner  of  Chestnut  and  Winter  Streets.    He  and  hj s 
brother  were  successful  business  men  . 


Ill  Summer  Street  -  Circa  1830-18U0 

VJhipple  Freeman-Owner  in  l87li 


An  early- 
view  of 
lU  Sumiaer 
Street 


According  to  family  sources,  this  house  was  built 
in  1800  by  Hezekiah  Hunting  whose  daughter  married 
^/^ipple  Freeman  in  1825,  but  we  have  not  been  able 
to  authenticate  this  early  date.    Gothic  details  on 
the  end  facade  suggest  the  same  architect  as 
6  Summer  Street.    A  rear  porch  overlooked  a  spacious 
sloping  lot  with  gardens.    This  house  has  been 
greatly  altered  in  recent  years. 

WETHERELL  STREET 

8  Wetherell  Street  -  Built  before  1855 

J.  B.  Wetherell-Owner  in  1855 

Mr.  I^etherell  founded 
the  Wetherell  Steel 
Co.      His  daughter 
was  married  to  George 
?ettee,  son  of  Otis 
Pettee.    The  house 
has  been  greatly  al- 
tered, but  pillars 
from  the  front  porch 
may  be  seen  at  the 
side  entrance. 


8  Wetherell  Street 
(Early  photograph) 


WINTER  STREET 

7  Winter  Street  -  Built  before  18U8 

P.  Kenney-Owner  in  187U 


13-1$  V/inter  Street  -  Early  l800»  s 

A.  Trask-Owner  in  187U 


13-15  Winter  Street 


16-20  Winter  Street  -  Early  1800«  s 

N.  W.  Everett-Owner  in  1855 
and  in  18 7U 


A  comparatively  un- 
altered typical  early 
19th-'century  house. 


16-20  Winter  Street 


1 


